Why take account of climate
change?

our climate is already changing and it
will continue to change throughout

this century

Recent extreme weather events, such as the flooding in the
autumn and winter of 2000, have shown that climate can have a
big impact on our society and that infrastructure and services
need to be designed to meet the risk. Climate change makes this
particularly important for policy makers, service planners,
designers and engineers, because historic climate variability will
no longer be a good guide to future climate.

The impacts of climate change are likely to become increasingly
evident in the coming decades and will affect many of your
organisation’s services, assets and infrastructure. If
organisations do not plan for and respond to these pressures
appropriately, costly remedial action which could have been
avoided is likely to be required.

If resilience to change can be incorporated in decisions taken
today local authorities and other agencies will be better
prepared for the future.

a proactive approach to flood risk

Ipswich Borough Council is responding to pressures for a
greater consideration of drainage issues in development
control through the development of a ‘Drainage and Flood
Defence Policy’. The policy notes that without adequate
measures being taken, many properties are likely to suffer
from flooding, which could place costly post-flood
responsibilities on the Council.

What about uncertainty in
understanding of climate change?

invest now to avoid even greater
costs later

Whilst there is some uncertainty surrounding climate change and
the associated risks, this is being reduced as better information
becomes available. The risk of not acting in good time is ever
present. Failing to plan for the future could potentially increase
risk and incur higher costs and more disruption as the climate
changes and remedial maintenance and renewal is required.
Furthermore, many of the adaptation measures suggested could
lead to cost-savings today — for example using water wisely.



